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County of Somerſet, at the Aſges held at 
Wells; do hereby give our Thanks to the Reverend 
Mr . Squire, for his Excellent Sermon Preach'd at the 


Cathedral Church, 
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The following 8 k RM © DN is with all n Reped 
and Gratitude, verily Dedicated by, 


GENTL BMEN, 


wur oft Obedient, Fl] 
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of others, have extorted from me a publication of 
this Sermon ; which I the more chearfully venture on, be- 


caule if I happen to be Miſtaken in my Notions, here will 


be a fair Oportunity, either to Friends or Enemies, to ſet 
me right. Whoſoever ſhall do me that favour, (whatever 
be his Motive) I ſhall Embrace him as a Benefactor, and be- 


come his Proſelite, for I aſſure him and all Men, that I 


have made no Alliance with any Principal whatever, but 

to exchange 1t for a better, 

There is one Offence taken which J little expected, and 

by Perſons from whom I little expected it, that hir my 

Doctrine of the Obligation of Oaths, ſeems to condemn the 

Proceedings of the Clergy and others at the Revolution. 
Bleſs'd Revolution! So far am from deſigning to Im- 


ugn it, that I hope to Demonſtrate (when occaſion ſhall 


@, 


Coumenince it. However, 1 am right glad to ſee ſuch a 


ſuddain fondneſs in ſome Men, for the Revolution; and 


I bid them God Speed, in the defence of it, and all its 
hippy Conſequences, tho at the expence of all my Credit 


in this Sermon. In the mean time, I beg em not to be 


Aﬀeighted with theſe Apparitions of their own fancys 


Tue c of ſome, as well as the Remarks 


offer, ) that I have here laid a Foundation, to ſupport and 


nor 


e 


REFA CE. 

nor think that it is in my Power, or any Bodys elſe, to 
overturn a Settlement that God has Ratified. As they 
may be intirely Satistied , as to the ſecurity of that, 7 
I pray them not to be in any pain for Me; eſpecia ly 
till ſome Body has drawn a juſt Parallel betwixt theſe and 
thoſe times; till it be Demonſtrated, that (according to 
my Notions) an Oath made to Juſt Authority is to be kept 
to Uſurpation, that a Vow of Obedience, according to 
Law is to oblige us to Obedience beyond all. Law; that 
a Limited, or Conditional Obligation is in force, tho” 
diveſted of all Limits and Conditions; and that an Oath 
of Allegeance to a King on the Throne, is to. hold the 
poor Subjects, even after he has. pulPd down, Abdicated, 
or deſerted it. W MEN pen nr TY 
I ſhall detain the Reader no longer; but to tell him, 
that the Subject here Treated of, is of the laſt Importance, 
and it is the Intereſt of every Man, that the World ſhould 
have right Apprehenſions of it. For theſe Reaſons I call 
upon thoſe, who ſhall. eſpie any dangerous Errors in this 
diſcourſe, to give me an Opportunity to retra& and ſuppreſs 

them; and I requelt of theſe, (if any ſuch. there be) who 

mall think it uſcful to the Publick, that they would gener- 
ouſly Communicate it, to their Friends and Neighbours, 
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NUMBERS XXX. 2. 


If a Man Vow a Vow uno the L ORD, or Swear- 
an Oath to bind his Soul with a Bond; he ſhall not 
break his Word, he ſhall do according to all that, 

 proceedeth ont of bis Mouth. 


E have here an open ſuggeſtion of the na- 
ture of an Oath or Vow, that it binds; 
the Soul, and that the Lord is a party, 
and hereon 1s founded a poſitive Com- 
mand for the Obſervatien of it. It is not, 


1 confeſs, attended with all the Caſuiſtical determinations, 


that may at this time of day ſeem proper or neceſſary; be- 
cauſe *tis likely before the delivery of theſe ancient Ora- 
cles, the Simplicity of Mankind had not fo far degenerated, 
or the arts of Sophiſtry made fo ſhameful a progreſs as to. 


furniſh Occaſion for ſuch Odious Suppoſitions. 


But how inſipidly Honeſt, how Weak, or how Simple ſox 
ever were the Fathers, yet their Children have grown up 


to be ſtrong enough, or ſubtile enough to break or to untie 


theſe feeble Ligaments,and thoſe obligations which all the 


Heathen as well as Jewiſh Moraliſts ſtupidly Voted to be 


firm and inviolable, our Chriſtian Caſuiſts have dexterauſc, 


ly inſtructed us to contemn or ridicule, Y 


Every Age ſeems to improve in this blaſphemous Myſte- 


ry! The moſt ſagacious Stateſmen are at a loſs to contrive 


fuch an Oath as is able to contine a Modern Conſcience} 
nay ſo hard is the preſent Fate of Governments, that the 
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Guilt of the Perjurer is now ſeriouſly charged on thoſe why we 

* adminiſter or hnpoſe the Oath, and that vile re! 

* Hudibraſs, Evaſion which was but“ Poetically and by co 

He breaks way of Raillery put into the mouths of tlie an 
 TheOath that vileſt Men of the laſt Generation, is now 


males it, gravely aſſerted to ſupport the Spirits and to 
Not he that pacify the Conſciences of a Party in this, 
for conveni- who make the ioudeſt pretences to Religion, 
ence takes it. at the fame time that they are thus inſolent- 
3 ly familiar with the great Author of it. 
For theſe reaſons I choſe this Subject for this publick diſ- 
courſe; and becauſe it is impoſſible I ſhould find time to men- 
tion every thing that ſo important a Theme may coinpre- 
hend, I ſhall confine my Obſervations to a few general o- 
picks, and only inſiſt on thoſe Points that the preſent Oc- 
caſion, or the preſent Times may very juſtly offer to our 
conf{ideration \ : 
The Method therefore that T propoſe to you is, 
as Firſt, To Examine into the Lawfulneſs of taking 
Oaths. FRE 3 | 
Il. Secondly, To inquire into their Nature, and ö 
III. Thirdly. Their Obligation. 20 | 
I. For the Lawfulnels of taking Oaths, a very few Words 
(in this place) will juſtify my concluding in the Afhrmative, | 
becauſe this has been fo often and fo unanſwerably proved 
before me; and becauſe it is denyed or ſcrupled but by ve- 
ry few, and thoſe generally an ignorant and truly a harm- 
leſs fort of People. Now Cuſtom it ſelf (fo univerſal as this 
is) muſt needs be admitted as no ſmall Argument for the 
defence of this Practice, unleſs it can be ſhewn to be incon- 
ſiſtent with Scripture or Reaſon, the one the Natural, the o- 
ther the Revealed Law of God. 
That this is no ways repugnant to Revelation we need 
almoſt but open the Book to be abundantly ſatisfied. 1 - 
old 
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old Teſtament is every where full of it, and tho? we find a 
wonderful difference and frequent alterations as to the Ce- 
remony of an Oath, yet the thing it felf was inconteſtably 

continued with every Age, Sed, or Oeconomy ; among Jews 
and Gentiles, Patriarchs and Prophets. | 
Our Saviour I conteſs has left us one Text whence pretence 
has been taken to condemn an Oath even on the moſt im- 
portant occaſions, yet if we reid but the words immediately 
following that Prohibition, it's there P:ainly intimated that 

it concerns only common Converſition, Let your Commu- 
nication be Tea, Tea, &c. That this interpretation of our 
Lords command is not forced or unnatural we appeal to 
his Example. When himſelf was adjur'd or had an Outh laid 

on him (as was then the faſhion ) by the High Prieſt, did 
he ſcruple to take it? did he once proteſt againſt the Lega- 
lity of ſwearing on thoſe Publick occaſions, or did he not. 
go on (tho' before he had refuſed) to anſwer, as one who 
thought himſelf under the obligation of the Oath thus im- 
poſed upon him? The ſame Judgment undoubtedly had St. 

Paul and the other Apoſtles, who not only talk and argue 

upon Swearing as a thing Lawful and re- f 
commended by the Example of the High- THeb. VI. 13. 

eſt, but truly themſelves do frequently prac-- 
tice it, they || invoke the Name of || Nom. IX. 1. 
God for a confirmation of their own 2p. Cor. I. 18. 23. 
Teſtimonies, and * call him to Witneſs XI. 10 31. XII. 19. 

in the moſt Solemn manner to the. *Galar. I. 20. 
Truth of their writings. And not on- Phil. I. 8. 

ly the Apoſtles, but their Scholars 2 Ep. Tim. IV. 1. 

and Succeſſors, and in one word, the 
greateſt Divines and the moſt. rigid Moraliſts, the wiſeſt 
Men and the politeſt Nations have agreed in this Point. 

Indeed it is no more than what the light of: Nature dic- 
tates As every prudent Government muſt. be moſti ſollicitous 
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for its own preſervation, and for the Juſtice and Credit of 
its Adminiſtration; fo we are ſure in order to theſe Ends it 
will lay hold on the beſt Security that can offer it felf for 
tlie Veracity of a Witneſs, the Integrity of a ſubordinate Mu- 
giltrate, and the Loyalty and Fidelity of a Miniſter of State, 
And what Security can be greater than an Oith ? The 
Intereſt men have in God and Religion is and ought to be 
the very principal in their eſteem and Affection: If then a 
Government can contrive to bind them under the forfeiture 
of that Intereſt to declare the truth, to be diligent in their 
Functions, or to fulfil their Promiſes; ſuch an Expedicnt is 
ſo far from Unreaſonable, that it will be look'd on by eve- 
'try Wie man as a publick Benefit, an aid to Juſtice, a refuge 
to the Innocent, a terror to Criminals, and a Bulwark to the 
State. Nor can it be reckoned the leaſt offence to the Crea- 
**tor himſelf to make uſe of his name on ſuch Solemn Occah- 
ons; becauſe when tis accompanied with due reverence and 
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v ſincerity of Heart, it is an actual Acknowledgment of his q 
. Sovereignty and our own Dependance, an open Recognition of ll * 
g n his Omnipotence, his Wiſdom, his Juſ- 5 
| *Tſaiah XLV. 23. tice and his Truth. Were it otherwiſe . 
| & LXV. 16. be would never have laid it as a Duty 6, 
Jerem. IV. 2. on his own People (as is common in f 

& XII. 16. the Old Teſtament,) to * Swear by 
BE bim and his Name. But thus 1 am 
entered on the . wo i 
II. Head of my diſcourſe, which is to Inquire into the | 
Nature of an Oath. I can by no means grant that an Oath | 


Vis of it felf an act of Religion, or directly any part of Divine 
* Worſhip 7; yet it is not to be denyed, but that tis built and 
founded upon Religion, nor can that Man who has no noti- 
ons of Religion be bound by any Oath, nor ſo much as be 
Properly ſaid to take one. What Equivalent may be invent- 
«ed fordecuring-the veracity- of ſueli men, or what * 
1. _ | e (CLealL 
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credit they ought to retain in any regular Society; I muſt 
leave to their Proper Maſters; but w hereſocver there is any 
ſenſe of Religion, the Nature of an Oath is to Wage or. Pawan 
that Religion and all the intereſt the Swearer has in, it and 
it's Divine Object, on the Sincerity of his Relation, his Pro- 
miſe, or his Evidence, © 1 
On this account 'tis very proper that Oaths be admini- 
ſtred to every Nation, nay (would the multiplicity of buſi- 
neſs permit) to every ſect or even perſon according to their 
Particular Faith in Divine things. It will not make its due 
impreſſion on our Souls, if we ſwear by any God or any 
*Golpel but our own ; and as this accounts to us for the great 
Aiverſity of Oaths among the Ancients in different Ages, 
Countrys, or diſpenſations, fo (ſceing they are confeſſedly 
of Human inſtitution and at Human diſcretion ) they ſhould 
«fill be varied as occaſion requires according to the cuſtom 
opinions or even Prejudices of thoſe. Perſons we would bind 
by them. Let it not be an offence in me to ſay, that any 
Subject who is likely to ſuffer by the Rathneſs, the Equivo- 
cation, or any other way of prevaricating in a Witneſs, ſeems 
to have a right not only to lift and examine ſuch Witnéſs, 
but to have the Oath given him in ſuch a Form, as himſelf 
ſhall think moſt forcible to extort the naked Truth: At leaft 
I may aftirm, that where (for diſpatch of buſineſs) one Form 
is deviſed for a whole Community, it ought to be conceived 
in ſuch ſtrong and general Terins as may reach every one 
who is not utterly deſtitute of the knowledge.of God, and 
belief of his Providence. | 
From this continual neceſſary fluQuation and variety of the 
Ceremonial part; I cannot undertake to give you a Definition 
that takes into it or that will exactly repreſent to you all ſorts 
. of Oiths. As for ſuch People as have made their Vows by 
their Prieſts or their Idols, by their Temples or their Altars, 
y their Fathers Heads, or their Emperors Genii, I can. only 
= an 
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in general (ay, that they put to Stake the Honour of thoſe 
their ſuperſtitious Principles and their intereſt in them; but 
the Oath that is taken by a ſubject of England ( as it is 
here worded,) is not only (as has been thought by tome) 
an Appeal to the God of Heaven for the truth of what we 
fay; but an open Abdication of all intercourſe with him, an 
utter Diſclaimer of his help and Protection, together with 
2a ſurrender of all the benefits of the Chriſtian Covenant, 
and as it were a final parting Kiſs with the Goſpel it ſelf, if 
our Hearts are not Sincere without reſerve in our Decla- 
rations. bg 
I here uſe the word Sincerity and not Striò Truth, be- 

_ cauſe it is the Former only that will juſtify a Man before 
him by whom he Swears; and caſes. may happen wherein he 
may be- guilty in {wearing the moſt exact Truth, by not 


knowing, or not believing it to be ſo; or on the other fide 


innocent in avowing a Falſhood upon an invincible Error. 
Perhaps there is no ſuch thing as ſtrict Infallible Certain- 

ty in this Mortal. ſtate. Our Senſes may be deceived, our 

| Reaſon. may imperceptibly be diſordered, and repreſent to 
us either falſe Principles or wrong Concluſions; we may 
dream and think we were awake, or ſome Bodily diſtemper. 
may work on our Imaginations and the Ideas that are the 

Phantoms of the Spleen or Vapours, we may Judge to be 
Real. Allowance therefore is always to be made for ſuch 
contingences. We are to ſwear by the beſt knowledge or 


evidence that Human Nature is capable of, and ſuch proof 


the Magiſtrate muſt be contented with. becauſe. there is no 
better. As we muſt go by the teſtimony of our Eyes or Ears, 
and by the plain and clear repreſentations of our Memories; 
| Þ we are allowed to proceed on ſuch general Suppoſitions 
as theſe, that 2 Man is the fame at one time as at another, 


that bo men are not abſolutely alike, that we underſtand 


he different found of words and know what we ſay, that 
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e | 

It awe have power over our own Actions, and others of the 
18 ſame nature. | 
5 If therefore theſe Maxims ſhould at any time fail us, (as 

0 they have been known to do) we are not in ſuch caſe to be 

n charged with Perjury for relating Untruths or breaking a 

h W Promiſe, but the whole is to be imputed to the Frailty and In- 

ſufficiency of human nature. But when we Swear any thing 

if as on our knowledge without ſuch Evidences or contrary to 


them; or when we Vow to perform any Action which we 
do not Intend, or which we know is beyond our Power: 
Then I ſay we blaſpheme our God by atteſting him to a lye, 


e we voluntarily put our ſelves out of the protection of Hea- 
le ven, we renounce all Benefit of and title to our Religion, 
It and as good as dare and challenge the Judgments from on 
e high to manifeſt our falſhood. But this introduces 


III. The Obligation of an Oath: When a Man Pawns 
a thing of a greater Value for the payment of a leſſer, this 


r is called an Obligation upon him; becauſe it is not to be ſup- 
0 poſed, that any one will let go a better for a worſe, a great- 
y er benefit for a ſmaller. Now this is the caſe of him that 
" takes an Oath, he binds himſelf to declare or to perform 


ſomething of Earthly or Momentary conſequence, under pain 
of forfeiture of his right and hope in the World to come ; 
and therefore is he Obliged in all cafes Lawful and Poſſible 
to make it good. 1 
For as he has by invoking the name of God, rendred 
him a party to the ingagement, it may be well expected he 
will make uſe of his Almighty power to vindicate his Honour, 
Of this he himſelf has ſufficiently forewarned us; he has aſſu- 
red us he wi not hold thoſe guiitleſs that abuſe his Name, 
that Lyers & falſe Witneſſes ſhall periſh, and that the Curſe 
4 all enter into the Houſe of bim that ſweareth Falſely: 
it And many other texts of Scripture are there to the ſame im- 
4 port. Nor can it from Reaſon be ſuppoſed, that the Ju 5 
e will 
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will force his bleſſings of Eternal happineſs on thoſe who 
have voluntarily renounced it, and that Renunciation accom- 
panied with à particular affront to his Glorious: Attributes: 
Nor can they eaſily have the contidence to expect or aſk. an 

Favour of him they have ſo affronted, eſpecially where they 
continue in the Violation of their Vows and Repetition of 
their Crime, or do not make all the acknowtiedginent and re- 


paration within their power both to God and' Man. 


But this part of my ſubject requires that i diſtinguiſh be- 
twixt Oaths, and Vows; the one Aſſertory, the other Pro- 

He 45 4 = 

I. When a man makes an Aſſertory Oath. as in bearing 
Witnels to any Fact or the Ike; it is enough for him if the 


matter ſtands at that juncture of time as he relates it, and 


if he has ſufficient grounds and evidences to conclude it cer- 
. tain:ly ſo. But for any {ubſequent alteration of the ſubject to 
which he gives Teſtimony he is not at all concerned, nor can 
he be ſuppoſed in cafes of bare aſſertion to regard more than 
- what is paſt or preſent, Nay even ſwearing to or avowing any 
point of Doctrine or meer Speculation, can hardly be dezn- 
ed to hold or oblige any Perſon longer than the point of 


time wherein he takes ſuch an Oath: For as every man knows 
that it is not in his Power either to foreſee or to command | 


his own Faith, ſo neither is it Lawful to bind our ſelves to 
oppole the future convictions of Truth, or to defend or re- 
tain a Faſhood after we diſcover it to be fo. But 
2. Vows or Promiſſory Oatis, as they relate to what's 
to come, ſo they are affirmed by all to {tick faſt to us, ar 


to hold us obliged till the end of the Contract, and the full 


performance of what is thus promiſed. For ſince we have ta- 
ken on us this Alternative, either to do ſuch a deed or to 
, offend God and forteit his Favour, what Circumſtunce can 
happen weighty enough to make the latter eligible or what 
can cxcule us from the performance of the decd unleſs it 


prove to be abſolutely impoſſible or unlawful. Impoſſ- 
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Impoſſibility is an excuſe that evidently carries with it its 
own defence: yet that impoſſibility ought to ariſe (or ap- 


pear at leaſt) after we have taken the Oath, for (as I ſaid be- 


fore) if we ſwear to do a thing which we know is out of 
our Power to do, this is ahogether the ſame impoſition on 
Man and oftence to God, as if we did not deſign to do it, and 
therefore at the very inſtant of taking ſuch an Oath we 
may be ſaid to be Perjured; nor can ſuch Perjury be expi- 
ated but by Confeſlion and Repentance, as well as a reſig- 
nation of any benefit or advantage we procur'd to our Selves 
by it. Nay a future or Unforeſeen impoſſibility cannot ſe 


releaſe us but that it will be neceſſary for us to make Ac- 


knowledgment to thole whom we have deceived , to give 
them any freſh ſecurity or Satisfaction for the Benefit on 
our part, or elſe fairly to give up the Benefit it ſelf , For 
whatever Covenant I enter into, I have no title to the Pro» 
fit but by the Burthen; and tho I may be innocent in 1nju- 
ring another by error or accident; yet as ſoon as it is diſ- 
cover'd, if I make not reparation, the Will is then concern'd 
and it becomes a Crime. 2 0 

Unlawfulneſs is an Excuſe very near a- kin to impoſſibi- 


lity. Unlawfulneſs I mean not inthe Impoſer or in the form 


of impoſition, but in the Subject matter that is promiſed. 
The Queſtion here is not by what Authority the Oath is 


adminiſtred, but by whoſe Name I ſwear, and what 1s the 


Action I ſwear to do. Swearing is among us (as I ſhall ſhow 


you anon) an Ad and Voluntary, and if. I take ſuch an 


Oath at the importunity of a Friend, or even at the threats 
of an Enemy; (whatever the Humane obligation may be) the 
name of God and his Honour is as much concerned as if 
I took it at the call of the Magiſtrate. So that I ſay the Query 


is whether the Buſineſs I have {worn to perform be Lawful 
or not: If Lawful, my Oath is upon me whatever was my 


motive in taking it: H Vals. all the Oaths in the Wan 
i: . an 
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and all the Authority in the World cannot make it my 


duty. 

Of this we ſhall be ſatisfied if we conſider the Juror in 
the Quality of a Debtor, His promiſe is a Debt, and this 
Oath lics as an Obliguion upon him. The partys to whom 
he ſtunds bound muſt be the Perſon to whom he has ſworn, 
or Humane Society in General, (who have all an Intereſt in 


the reverence due to Oaths and Promifcs) or elſe God him- 


ſelf whoſe Name he h:s Invoked. By all or any of theſe 
ways he may ſtand obliged to fulfil his Promite, bat no 
other have any right in it, or pretence to demand 1t. 


Now the Perſon to whom he has ſworn can never be in- 
tlitled by any Private contract to that which is incon{titent 


with the Law of God, or the Rights of Mankind, and I 


think nothing is fo certain as that where the Part Interfereg 


with the Whole, or the Creature with the Creator; the Leſ- 


ſer muſt ever give place to the Greater, Tis true ſuch Per- 


ſon is fo deceived, and if the agreement was innocent on 
his part may expect reparation : But {till it is unqueſtion3- 
ble, thit no Man has a Right to violate Goa's Laws, that 
he can not make that over to another which he has no Right 
ta himſelf, and that therefore ſuch Contracts are of them- 
ſelves Void. EY 
Can he then he obliged to Humane Society for the perfor- 
mance of whit is unlawful ? I anſwver in the negative, be- 
cauſe nothing is ſo deſtructive to Humane Society, as the 
breach of Gods Laws, and becauſe each Government would 
be Felo de fe ſhould they exact the Performance of ſuch 
private Inzagements as are and may be made by wicked per- 
ſons for their Confuſion or Subverſion . et, 
As to the Almighty, it is Blaſphemy to Imagine, that he 


Willeth any thing that is fin, or that he requires any mm 
to pay him a Sacrifice, that is an offence to his Nature. The 


great Creator is bimſelf bound by Eternal neceſſury Rules 
A — 
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of Eſſential goodneſs, and tis not a word of raſh Man, that 
can alter his Divine Pleaſure , or turn thoſe Actions iito 
dutys thit are eternally ſinfull and odioas in his fight. the 
impiety is committed in this caſe not ſo much in breaking as 
in taking the Oath; and tho' it muſt be expected that God 


will be much offended at ſuch an Inſolent lugigement, yet 


he can no more be ſuppoſed to require the Performance, 

thin a wiſe Man would exact of his Neighbour a Promiſed 

Injury. 3 2 
But where the Unlawfulne(s of the Performance appears 


not till after the Oath is taken, there may be much differ- 


ence as to the Innocence of the Contract, but the ſame is to 
be ſaid, as to the Oath it ſelf, that is, both are Cancell'd. 


The reaſons for this I have already given common to both, 


but, as to this latter Caſe, there is this farther to be added, It 
is a Tacit if not expreſs condition of every agreement among 
honeſt Men that it be Conformable to the will of God, and 
as an Honeſt Min would not have taken the Oith but by 
ſuppoſing it fo ; ſo as ſoon as ever it ſhall appear to be o- 
therwiſe, he mult reperit of it and renounce it. 

We may here expect a very warm objection, that IF no 
Oaths are Obligatory any longer than they appear Lawful 
to the conſciences of thoſe that 3ook them, what ſecurity 
can Governments have from the Oaths of their Subjects 
when tis poſſible thoſe who are fartheſl incruſted by Vertue 


of ſuch Oaths in the Affairs or the defence of the State, 


may by ſuddain conviction become its moſt dangerous Ene- 
mies, and even hence take an occafion go betray it. 

You may pleaſe to obſerve that this Objection was fore- 
ſeen and Obviated by what I ſaid above. I took notice to you 
that Prcmiſcry Oaths are Conditional; that when a Man 
ceaſes to bear the burden he has no title to the benefit, that 


the advantages of any Covenant are no longer our due, than 


while we perform our part; and therefore when any Perſon - 
C 2, has 
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has procured to himſelf any Profit or Honour, by taking | . 

an Oath to Perform the Offices annexed to them; if he hap- w. 

gens upon any account to be unable to diſcharge thoſe Offi- fo 

ces, he has not the leaſt pretence any longer to uſurp the: au 

Advantages. If I am Paid or Intruſted by any Power what- fo 

ſoever on condition of Fidelity; on whatever occaſion I WM 

withdraw that Fidelity, at the ſame time muſt J renounce 1c 

| the Jruſt and give up the Revenue; otherwiſe I go on in a ft 

| courſe of Fraud, I Cheat and Impoſe upon thoſe who have. Ki 

| unworthily confided in me, and I take wages to betray thoſe be 

| _ Whoſe Bread I eat; But if (to bind my ſelf to ſuch fidelity) m 

| [ have taken an Oath alſo; then God himſelf is made a par- h 

| ty to my injuſtice, his name is defiled by being made a co- w 

| vering for myBaſe impoſture; and ſo much worſe is my con- ot 

Þ dition than that of an ordinary Criminal, that every Day I 4 
5 {ink deeper into Guilt and Infamy, every ſingle Benefit I re- 

ceive from ſuch Covenant is a repetition of the breach of it, bl 

every Penny and every Act is a Recognition of my Vow, a I 

Renovation of my inſincerity to Man and my impiety toGod.. tl 

A Good Man therefore tho* he may Chance tobe an Ene- 0 

my, yet he will ſcorn to be a Traytor. He may Poſſibly n 

have ſcruples, and he may Repent of his Oath, but he will C 

not turn it into Perjury. He may be Perſwaded to quit [ 

his Party, his Principles and Ingagements, but ſtil! he will l 

take care to do it Fairly and Honourably, and when he \ 

witholds his Duty, he will, give up his Intereſt. And happy t 

were it for all Governments. if they were ſo frankly dealt F 

with! How joyful might we be if thoſe only would Sheer us. 0 

who are hearty to Defend us:? EY, f 

lt has. been gravely pleaded that Oaths Forced upon a man 1 

are not binding, which I readily allow; becauſe whatever he a 

i} does by Force, he may be ſaid to do bur as a Machine or j 

Ih | Inſtrument, and in ſuch caſe the man can no more be ac-- c 

| countable for the Oath than my Pen is anſwerable for my | 
Reopolitions, — But: 
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But pray where is there ſuch a method of Impoſition, and 
what is the Caſe wherein a man may be properly ſaid to be 
forced to Swear? Force imply's ſuch a Neceſſity as to take 
away our Choice, and therefore it can never be ſaid we are 
forced to do what 1s in our Power not to do. 

There may indeed be in many caſes ſo unequal an Alter- 
native laid before us, as may very violently incline us to one 
fide, (as when a man chooſes to part with his Purſe to fave 
his Life,) But this 1 think can hardly happen in the caſe 
before us: For if the Oath tender'd me be Lawful, a ſmall 
motive will prevail on me to take it, and then what ſhould 
hinder or excuſe me from keeping it? But if it be unlawf, 
what Equivalent can you find to ballance it, and what offers: 
or terrors of Men can oblige me to chooſe the Anger of the. 
| r | 


WW . OT" 


* So that tho' Swords or Piſtols are at my Breaſt, I have 
5 ſtill my Choice, 1 am able to Deliberate whether is moſt E- 
4 ligible, to Dye or to Blaſpheme; And if I chooſe the latter, 
A tis evident the Action is my own and Foluntary, becauſe 1 
7 | chooſe Wrong. Reaſon, Revelation, and the Example of ma- 
/ ny brave men would tell me, that I ſhould not fear thoſe who. 
+ can only kill the Body (nor that neither without Permiſſion) 
t But my Paſſions prevail on me fo to fear them as to incur 
id his Diſpleaſure who can deflroy both Soul & Body in Hell. 
e What way be hoped from GodsMercy for one in ſuch unfor- 
y KM tunate Circumſtances, or how far the frailty of Nature my 
It plead for him, I am not now to Enquire, for indeed theſe 
1s. caſes very ſeldom happen: But for thoſe who pretend to be 
forced ro take Oaths to Governments for Fear of Loofing: 
n KM Places or Preferments, I ſhall only add, that their Excuſes: 
1e are as good as. his; that ſays he is Forced to ſteal, becauſe. he 
or has reſolved not to Work, or as is chat is Forced to make 
0 away his Father, becauſe he can no longer be without the 
y- Inheritance. After; all it. mult. be: granted; that. if. there be 
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an abſolute Neceſſity, that Mr. Such-a-One muſt have ſo 
many Hundreds a Year, that his Lady muſt have her 
Coach, and both their Entertainments, their Liverys and 
their Equipage ; That then he may be Forced to Lie or tg 
Deceive, to be Ingratefull or Treacherous, to Swear or For- 
ſwear in order to obtain them. 

The Obligation of an Oath has been ſometimes Evaded 
(or pretended to be ſo) by Equivocal words, or by Mental 
reſerves. I ſhall need to ſay but very little of this Impious 
Sophiſtry, becauſe it has been exploded by good and wiſe 
men of every party, as a device, that deſtroys all manner of 
Teſtimony, takes away the very end and uſe of Oaths, 
and 1s an utter ſubverſion of all order and Governmeat, 
and all diſtinction betwixt right and wrong, guilt and Inno- 
cence, This however I muſt add, thit as every wiſe 
Government will be ſure to have their Oaths Adminiſtred 
in the cloſeſt, ſtricteſt and plaineſt Terms, ſo it is certainly 
the duty of every Subject, that takes ſuch Oath, to take 
it in the known profeſs'd and common ſenſe of the Impoſers: 
becauſe Oaths are Ordained for the common Beneſit of the 
whole Society, whereof he is (or by this Act pretends to be) 
a Member; and as himſelf and all he has depends upon 
the free and open Teſtimony of others; ſo if he refuſcs 
to give his own (when occaſion offers) with the ſame 
Fairneſs and Honeſty, he then ceaſes to do as he would be 
done by; he deprives his Fellow Citizens of that mutual Al- 
ſiſtance he enjoys from them, and Introduces ſuch dealing 
as muſt end in the deſtruction of the Society it ſelf, and all 
this aggravated with Prophaneſs and Blaſphemy, and abuſing 
the moſt ſacred name, to carry on the fouleſt Impoſture. 

For preventing ſuch Subterfuges, tis very happy where 4 
Government has contrived an Oath to be AFive, Our Lord 
Mat. (you remember) may not be ſo properly ſaid to 
XXVI. 23. ſwear as to be Sworn, The High Prieſt faid* 
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IT Adjure Thee &c. And tho? that bleſſed Perſon was ſo Up- 
right, and fo Inzenuous as to Anſwer directly, yet ſo many 
Cavils and Qucſtions may arife about the Competency of 
Authority, about the rights of Impoſers &c. upon this Way 
cf Adjuring, thut it ſeems a much tirmer and more Indiſſolu- 
ble tie, if the Oath be fo Adminiſtred, that he who takes it 
may do fomething Actively (as here in £:gland) to teſtify 
his acknowledgment and acceptance of it, But ſo I come to 
the uſes may be made of theſe Obſervations, which concern 


J. MAGISTRATES. 
L.SUBJTECTS. 


J. Tho O.ths are contrived for the Common benefit 


of the whole Society, yet they are wiſely referred in the 
hands of the Rulers of each Society. For they are more im- 


mediatly for the Magiſtrates uſe : And that not only to bind 


and tie down the People to their Allegiance, but to guide 
his own Hands in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice. By the 
help of ſuch Teſtimony, is he Inabled to fearch into the bot- 
tom of a Caule, rightly to diſtinguiſh Reallitys, from Pre- 
tences, to determine with Equity the Properties of Conten- 
ders, to do Juſtice both to Innocent and Guilty, and to 
commit a Truſt, or beſtow a favour, where it is moit like- 
ly to be well imploy'd. 5 

Pardon me then if I exhort ſuch Perſons to endeavour 
to ſupport the Solemnity and Reverence, that is due to an 
Oath ; and if I put them in mind, that they weaken their 
own Hands, and diſſolve their Power as often as they fuf- 


fer it to be brought into Contempt. If an Oath is of fo 


great Importance to the well Ordering and even Being of a 
Commonwealth, a few Arguments will prevail on every 
wie Governour, to ſtudy by all Imaginablz ways to main- 
tain its Dignity. In order hereto 
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to all thoſe who Mock at his Laws or Ridicule his Word. 


cauſing it to be Adminiſtred with due Gravity, Our 
Courts of Judicature have been ſometimes Complained of, 


(as often as poſſible) explain from the Bench its Nature and 


ror of Swearing falſy,«e.f 
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The firſt and Principal of all his Cares, will be to In- 
courage Religion. The ſtrength and Vertue of all Oaths 
(as alſo lower degrees of evidence,) depend upon this, and 
without this a Judge had as good caſt Lots for the 
Peoples Lives or Fortunes, as call forth Witneſſes, For what 
ſignifies it whether 1 tell Truth, as long as 1 fear not a re- * 


venger of Falſhood > Why ſhould I be afraid to tell a lye up- 


on that book which I take to be but a Fable it ſelf? What 
can make me ſhrink at ſerving a preſent turn by the 
Name of God, whilſt I doubt of his Being, or contemn his 
Providence? Theſe - Conſequences are too obvious to be 
overlook'd by any prudent Stateſman , and for theſe reaſons 
(ſhould he have no greater) will he be an Advocate for 

Religion, a Promoter of Gods Worthip, and an Enem 


A 2d, means to ſupport the Majeſty of an Oath 1s, by 


that the Inferior Officers do huddle over theſe Solemn Acts 
with too little Decency and Attention, and that the Parties 
who Swear do very often fo little underſtzad or heed the 
ſubſtance of their Oaths, that they ſcarce hear the Words, If 
this be ſo, tis pity, but it were amended; and as every Oath 
ought to be tenderd them in ſuch plain terms as are ſuitable 
to their Idea's and agrcable to their Religion; fo it is very 
convenient that the Magiſtrate by whom it is impoſed, ſhould 


Obligatipn, and raiſe in Mens minds a juit Dread and Hors 


A 3d Excellent way to raiſe the Credit of Publick and 
Judicial Oaths is to ſuppreſs the impious and ſcandalous. 
practice of Common Swearing. By this Audacious Vice, do 
Men bring themſelves to an Inſolent Familiarity with God's 
Name and Attributes; from this Unhappy experience of 
e | f 18 
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his Forbearance, do they impudently infer his Security or 
forgetfulneſs ; and thus do they grow up from Prophaneſs 
to Perjury, and having ſo long, ſo Cuſtomarily Taken God's 
Name in vain, no wonder if (a confiderible V'emptation of- 
fering it ſol f) thoy take it to the ruin of their Neighbours, 
er their Governours. ; 3 
But how ſhall the Magiſtrate be able to ſuppreſs this 
evailing Miſchief? One would think the Penalty, the 
yk lays upon it, might be ſufficient to balance a ſin, that 
has neither Pleaſure, Profit, nor Honour; but if a due 
Execution -of this, together withi a good Example ſhewn 
by the Executors, will not help us to Diſcountenance it,; 


1 muſt leave to God's Providence and the Legiſlators 


Vigilance to contre means, that may be more effectual, 


and ſo proceed + ri et IS 

a ah, and laſtly, to the uſes of this Doctrine to be matte 
by all Subjects. Would we ſerioufly conſider; how much 
our ſelves, and «the Society we belong to, depend upon a 
right apprehenſion of this Matter; how our Lives and 
Properties, our Families and Inheritances, our Pleaſures 
and our Honours are Subject to theſe eſtimonies: We 
could not but labour as much as poſſible, to-raiſe their 
Reputation, and advance the Veneration that ought to be 
paid them. (The ways to do this I have ſhewed you al- 
ready; winch are promoting Religion and the fear of God, 
aſſerting and defending, rather than bantering tke Obliga- 
tion of an Oath, and heartily joyning to bring common as 
well as extraordinary Blaſphemers, to Condign Puniſhment) 
But above all, had we a right underſtanding of the Malig- 
nity of Perjury, did we well reflect on the Aggravations 
that attend it, What Affront it is te that God who made us, 
and how juſtly we may expect his immediate Indignation, 
on thoſe that commit it; theſe apprehenſions would: infalli- 
Ay render us Cautious in our Evidences, and tender in our 
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other Subjects of a Lemporal concern, is the mot Impor- 
tant. That Governments are for the good of human Society 


they can deviſe, for the Fidelity of their People, but won- 


ſons, who have ſo often Sworn to that Government which 


detray, who every Day of their lives, Recognize and repeat 
their Vowsof Allegiance, and at the fame time Struggle, 
to bring their Governours into Contempt and Infamy, are 


and that they! are ſince better informed, let them r 
44 pe | 2 wa 


taking Oaths: with an 


Depoſitions, and no Temptations, the Vanities of the World 
the Appetites of the Fleſh, or our Affections to Perſons or 
Parties car offer us, would prevail upon us to- incur the 
Guilt of this Blaſphemous Crime. | 

* And as Every Oath would be moſt Sacred to us, ſo more 
eſpecially thoſe which concern our Loyalty, which of alf 


no Body will deny; that Governours are the Ordinance of 
God and his Vicegerents, a Chriſtian cannot doubt: Ho 
Infamous is it then to Introduce ſuch. Doctrines or Practiceʒ 
as will Fruſtrate theſe Ends, and overturn theſe Ordininces: 
3 fearful a thing is it to Conſpire againſt thoſe who are | 
Elected by the Oinnipotent, and whoſe Election we our 
felves have moſt Solemnly Ratified by the Elector's Name? 
Tis mightiby in Faſhion to-eommplain-of the Frequency 
of Oaths in thisàge; But is this, beeauſe an Honeſt Man had 
need to fear being bound to his Duty, or is it that the more 
Obligations are upon us, the leis we are Obliged > The 
Behaviour of this Nation has of late been ſuch, as may well 
excuſe and juſtify our Legi ſlators, for taking all the Security 


gerfully have they deceived themfelves, if the Repetition of 
an Oath is the way to Canceł it. 


What excuſe then is there left for thoſe Unhappy Per- 
they hate, who live upon the Bread of thoſe "they would 


Promoters of Sedition, and evidently rejoyce at, if not Fo- 
ee ee him wel 
If they ſtill plead, that they took an Unlawful Oath, 
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Expoſition of their Nature & Obligation 27 
Fels it, throw up their Commiſſions, reſign their Perferments, 
* : £ - . . 253 4 
Honeſtly Suffer for their beloved Principles, and Commit 
Their cauſe to God. (He knows abundantly how to pro- 


3 


i 


tect and Vindicate them, nor do I think, that our Rulers 
(farther than is neceſſary for ſelf preſervation) would mo- 


Eſt or puniſh them.) 8 5 
Should they have the confidence to Inſinuate, that they 
took the Oat hs in their own ſence, with any ſecret reſerve, 
or becauſe they were forced &c. I cannot think em ſerious 
enough, to expet any other Anſwer, than what I have 
made above to ſuch Suggeſtions. But by the way let em take 
Notice, what ſervice ſuch Notions are like to do to all 
Governments and Societies, to all Courts of Judicatuxe and 
even to Juſtice it ſelf; and I beg them 2 
to confider how well, * That Sen- * Furavi Lingua, 
tence becomes the mouth of a Chriſti- Mentem Inj ura- 
an, which was ſo long ſince Hiſsd tam babeo. 
off. an. Heatben Paar 
But perhaps they fancy there is nothing, but downright 
Rebellion they have Abjur'd ; but will this pais with him, 
that Searcheth the Heart? Nay will not their own hearts 
inform them, that the Guik of any Action arifes in the 
Will, that to take delight in any fin is to be Acceſſary ta 
it, that every Act of Sedition is a degree of Rebellion, and 
that to Propagate Opinions, and repeat Stories and Labels, 
that tend to Multiply the Enemies of our King, is utterly 
Inconſiſtent with the Oaths of Allegiance, we have taken 
to him: e coo wr uh 
If I thought our Adverſarys had any thing farther ta 


mutter in their Defence, I would do my Indeavour to give 


them Satisfaction: But ſince their Notions in theſe caſes, 
are as Myſterious as their Deſign, and ſince thoſe Argu- 


ments, which ſerve to relieve and ſupport their Spirits, in 


their private Conferences, are yet too Naked, too Tender 
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taking Gas 25 Sr 


* Tinos, to venture into Publick; I ſhall now di 
miſs theſe and all others concerri'd in this Dectrine, Be 
. Teeching God, that they and all of us, may have hencefortb 
an Honeſt Regard to our Oaths and Promiſcs, a juſt Reve 
"ence for God's Name and Word, 'an Inviclable Attachment 

o our King and Conſtitution, both in Church and State } 
and a hearty Affection to our Fellow * A | 
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| = e Line 137; For referred Real reſerved 
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